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Vinnie Ream Hoxey Was a Girl of Sixteen Whenﬁ.
“Old Abe,” in the Last Five Months of
His Life, Gave Her Many Sittings.

happened

Br Willlam Atherton Du TPuy. t the Spanish-American war, Wwr
N " to be statfoned at Portland, Me Admliral
N thoses dark days of ‘65, when the 5 1 _
3 (Cervera, the beaten commander of the
welght of reconstructlon bhore down | .
ha 4 f ¢ Abrat | Spanish naval forces, was then captive
I FREL ure ol L} nam . "
. upon 11m !_nll-'l gur § T. : of the United States government T'his
i § 8 stupendous burden | |
n-"f!lr; Ly "'1”,” it : . .II o '! : FEEN | rovernment and its people, however, In
toa vaia grief occasioned by the loss of :
private g occa ¥ i gleted upon honoring that gallant naval
his favorite ehild, thera camia each day to % 5
officer, and refused to treat him as a pris-
his office & slip of & girl. The girl was Vin- _ : ! ;
TEoat . SR 22 T oner of war. A great reception was given
nie Rean She ns Iny w of 1 . ;
i P ; E 4 ’ ety |10 DB honor at Portland. When 1 shook
creatu sixteen yenras old, then entirely Tt :
FRALLN, :‘-\f H i 5 e his hand 1 teld him that all America hon
nknn ] ne er parents wers poor !
5 "”'“"l sl L s ‘“ ! 1) " lored him even in his defeat. ‘But my coun
and she had lttle training toward the ac- P o
! Il i " ' ng : : " try Oh, my country! exclaimed the ad
0 11 nent the . : In . -
i i "\ ” tmiral, as he hid his face in his handker-
v .“ ' ! be i et and wept. But the sorrow of neither
£culptor. Lat: her | of these great men of 108t causes wias coms-
il t LO:00Y W narable with the sorrow of Lincoln in the
telle the Impre re=| dave of the success of the war which he
celved as a glh had fought
Puring those last five months af } 1fe b ey I have sald. President Lincol

‘Woman Who, When a Child, Made Lincoin’s Statue

as Vivid Memory of Him

"After the Assassination of the “Emancipator,”

wns that she had heen selected to mike the
statues of Lincoln,
The artist herself descrites the Years

that followed {n which she was accomplish-
ing this great work, the joys of the labor,
the atmosphere and the associations of tho
| time

“The room of the Committee on Mines

and Minerale was tendered me as a siu-
dio because it was next to one occupled
by Judge David Davis, of the Supreme
Court, Lincoln's most intimate personal
friend, and he was my constant associate,
my ady v and eritle In this sacred task.

I had approached the work with reverence
and with trembling hands, and had taken
proportions tha flgure from the
garments that  President

the of

Lioodstained

lLincoln had worn on that last and fearful

night. Altogether [ worked slx years on

Congress Commissioned Her to Make His
Effigy for Rotunda in Capitol.

was never such a studio in all the world,
| and mever did an artlst work in an atings-
phere that was a greater #timulane.”

I'nder such conditions and amid
historle surroundings grew the
In elay that was afterward carved In mare
bla from the quarries of Carrara. For thig
purpose the mi del woas conveved to Home

ruch

ot ye

and with a background of (wo national
fiags was placed in the studio, and artists
of the time were invited to pass opinion
on its merit. The artist Healy, wha had
painted Lincoln, was a close friend of Miss
Ream and assizted her in.the work, For
this statue Congress had  originally  ape

proprieted $10.000 and to this it sfterward
added $5,00 a® o of s
proval of the work vy
who has ever recelved such a commission

special mark npe

of the wiman

L from Cungress,

l
|
|
M'
|
|

.
VINNIE REAM HOXIE OF TO-DAY.
the gres i t gave ¢ lecelved no callers and transacted no |
hour to this your girl be ness while he was sitting for me. Upon
poor and becaus was al only two occasions do I remember that he
sat for her that she might m allowed this ruls broken and admitted
of him. from which she later intended to|people who wanted to see hin One of
reproduce a stat in marble that would | these A8 A woman whose son wns In ’
glve to the world In permanent form the old Capitol prison, and the woman wanted
likeness of this man who to her was _ :'H pass that she might see him, The Pres!
embodiment of & great and good. |dent unbent most graclous]y d gave th
80 with a girl’ Ve Renm sat | woman her pass to see b A voun
through these i months _.r,jl“'. an appeared on A simllar missior
looked upon the form and face of Abraham President Loncoln seemed to anticipate h
Lincoln, and that and face grew |request, and asked her before she
upon her until it Alled her very being. Then stated it 1f it ‘was not & swectheart
the great tragedy came, and this frall girl, [She wanted 4o visii. She confessed that
shocked bevond meagure by it, found for |h® Wa right.” |
4 sacred miss | In all the world it would have Leor I'Il'
sctilptor had the ] hard to find two creatures thut more con- il
and no other v Feature HIHFT--! the one with the other than tl | I i N
ro engraved upon # heart that Vinnle Ream and Auraham Lincoin \ l I,'I. T ,'_II. M
alf & centiry to & gen lwm |'|].||| i|'._':ll
¥ ;1?-'- t" | L | !|i FHTELILE
gonal recolleetion of Lincoln than Vinni
Ileam Hoxie L
UNFATHCMABLE SORROW. |
“The une gr lanting, all dominating
T i t 18 wn
e R 1 Hox
the othe
omahb HOrTOW
Lhe
and
10
1!
et the lo
of h favorh W ’
“From the time I began to model Lineoin
he made tha time that |1 =pent xith him
each day a period of rest. He always saidl
that there was a feeling of relaxation that
necoy nied ¢t it and during that
time hwe gave orders that he w S0t ta he
disturbed. 1 was tucked away in my corner
of his office, so0 ns to Interfer I with
whatever might be golng o tl
'resldent could not have atirih much
importance to my modelling, for | was so
voung and so much an amateur Yot in
thoge busy days of 6 1 had an hour each
day of the time of President Lincoln
“Through much of this time he lolled at
his desk, and durlng much of It he stood by

his windew and looked sorrowfully upon
the world outside I never gaw lim oth

than sad. The merry, story telling side of
bis nature was not for me. 1 always fult
that this was because my hour with him
was one of relaxation, when he fell Into
the mood that to him was netural. For,
although he often foreed hiy If from th
shodow of hig many sorrows, 1 um sore
that the man = 1 saw him was the reil
Lincoln, and that & monumental melan-

choly always welghed upon his heart
“Many times have 1 seen Lincoln weep, 1
was such o small bit of & girl and was 8o
form and appearance that
made hilm

very boyish in
the President often sald that 1

i baAneol tatue During the time 1
apent in the Capitol modelling thls figure
I was thrown constantly with men prom-
inent In puble life. Almost all the Sen-
tors and Representatives were deeply

nterested 'n the work and were constant
visitors at tl studlo, Friend and foe
gutheged there with a common nterest

the RUCEess of I the bright
ind  rambling  dis wms of men  and
things the were many tales of the war
fts  privations t¢ hardships and suf-
ferings—by the gallunt soldiers who came

fue wWas rogressing

' rutelie and told how
on, brother and  hrother,
1 the only to
it ‘s arms, [ heard stories
af prison f of men who were shot to
1 re Shlloh ¢ perished In the
'

think of Willle. These thoughits were the
oconslon of the great tears that | saw =0
often course down his checks

T GREAT MEN WEEP.

“In my time 1 have seen three great men
weep, « The first of these was Lincoin when
he thought of his dead son., The secon!,
some fifteen years later, was JefTerson
Davis, At that time 1 had been m"rr"’d“hnlu, In the fulness of her maturity, |
for & ghort time to General Hoxle, and we | .,uld never boast an approach to five feét|
weére statloned at Montgomery, Ala. Jl‘f'l’_“ helght During all the years of her
foerson Davis visdted Monigomery, and met | young womanhood she tipped the scales at
with :_m--h an ovation by the citizens as I8/ 4round seventy-five pounds. Hhe waos as
rarely’ tendered any man. It was almosi|graight and strong and healthy as a boy,

his lest appearance, Hol spontancous and |4nd the cluster of dark curls about her

hearifelt was this ovation that it greaurh“ﬂ. was always suggestive of boyishness.
|

moved this president of a lost cause, Wh Dainty and small and plquant, she must
lie Arose to respond 1o the greetings he wus | huve contrusted strongly with the hulking
avercome by fhe feeling he had evidently | and ungainly figure of the rail-splitting
aroused In these people of his own Bouth- | President, slouching In his fll-fiiting clothes
land. He broke down und sobbed like illur wulking about the office in great I'-In-u:h-:
child, man boots

“Qunly a few years ago,
o

PROFILE VIEW OF LINCOLN STATUE BY VINNIE REAM.

five months when Lineoln was killed. The
Httle artlst wos at home on that terrikl
| night, and her parents had been to the
thentre They retyrned toward midnight
and 1old her of the tragle deatls of hies
great friend. It was a loug time before
she recovered from the ghock, but it lad
only the effect of Intensifving within b
the image and the mournful Imprescjons
that had been left by the mortyred Presl
dent

It was not long after this that Congress

decided that it should have for the rotunda

.in the Capltol 1he figure of Lincoln dons
at the close oll The sittings had Leen going on for about |

i martle. It asked the great warlists of

THE pUsT TART VINNIE REAM MADL
OF TA ADDEUS STEVEINS

THE FARRAGUT MONUMENT.

the world to submit models for this statue. yble a statye of the most tragle fAgure that, Wilderness: of men who went down at

were scores  of  competitors, and
¢ them this girl, then cighieen years
age, submiited the cluy model that she
bad =0 studiously made of the great Presi-
dent in his very prezence. She of them
all hod caught the spirit of the man, ard
her model appealed to those who knew Him
a8 belng the thing that would per-
petunte him as he really was  and hand
down 1o posterity the actual “Linecoln,
| After a month of waiting the committe
| reported its finding. Littie Vinnle Ream
Lhad secured the commisglon from tha

best

|
i

She din

that natlen had ever produced.
he award

not know that she had ret cived t

when, one day, General Bherman alled
at her studic nnd asked her 10 accom=
pany him io the apitol When they

entered one of the galleries of the Senaie

chamber that dignified body 8rose en miss.
multitude of handkerehief

and waved a :
and applavded voclferously. Vionle Ream
turned to General Sherman and congratu-

demonsteation  thet

lated Wiy upon the
 Wis bhelng given in his wonor, but the gen.
oral told ler that she It was who was|

LAntietam, fell at Winchester or marched

With Sherman to the sea, The studio, with

It= cireular walls and high arched cellings,
Hghted by a huge fireplace of the
olden times, the last one left at (e Caplitol.
It aecupled: one entire stde the room,
and was kept blazing wilh loss six feet
or more In length. It waw supported on
cach alde by marble statues snd was 8o
fancinating that It was no wondep that the
old soldiers lingered there, 1t was (heir
ciumpfive, and the glow from the blaz-
ing hearth lighted up the clay fmage the

was

of

United States government to mike In mat-g being houored and that the vccaslon of “lmmo Lincoln was ever on theis 1 e
e lloe, here

VINNIE REAM AS SHE SCULPTURED LINCOLN.

When the Vinnle Ream statue of |

was unvelled In the Capitol In 1571 8
tor Carpeater, of Wisconsin, sumrmed
the satisfactlon of the Amertcan Cor £
in his deseription of the work that =ae
had produced He sald

“Those who have visited the studio of
this artist and seen various classh ka4
that she has produced have no dou it
she would have been capable of embodylig
In & statue of Lincoln a creditably eon-
ception of Juplter hurling thunderbolis or
of Cicero in a Homan toga amid clas
surroundings. Thus she might have pro-
ducod a fable In marble, beholding which
no man could say where Lincol J
| and Jupiter commenced nor distingulsh
| that which represented the fact [ that
which represented the fancy of the artist
Thus she might have theated her employers
and have lUbelled the great departed, and

her statue might have b placed (n the

Capitol amid the hosannahs
whils 1 Minols nelghbor could
the remotest resemblance to the ol
‘man with whoese Incomings and outgolngs
he had been familiar for years

Our artist was aware that no
was expected at her hands When

,l‘- |-||||.1.....l hor to executte this

were In no mosd for dls W
they wished was an exact Hke B v A\
ham Lineoln, ¢he half-farmer, half-lawyer
and altogether ehild of Nature, with a fac2
eadder than was ever worn by man before.
The artist has made an exact copy of the
rough casket In which God lodged one of
11'1"- hrightest jewels since the : ng of
[ time.  Bhe most  heartily « the
| thanks of the Congress of I'nited
|:';|alo"!."

SUBSEQUENT WORK,

8a was the most delicate task that Lone
-'zrmsa has ever assigned o an artist acs
| complighed. S0 was a young girl iried
| on & career of art that is almost withaoul
parallel In Amerlca, for has
been more bound up in life of
the nation than any other

When  Vinnle IReam asked o el
n bust of Lincoln from life the Frest
| dent fatly refused, He sald that be had
been submitting to too many pietures, He

was no reason why an

inslsted that there
the likeness of

one should want to make
homely & man. He would
ing of It. Her friends urged that sln
but a girl. was ambitious, wanted to

£0 hear noth-
Was
ol

him of all else: that she Was pool

ghe wag poor and without influence was the
point that declded lLincoln, He would sit
| for this poor girl with naught but her ame

bitlon, Lut he would sit tor Bo s
At the time and during 1t ars kb
wis making the clay medel at the U 1ol

and works

this siip of a girl was studying

{ing assiduously Congumed with the pass
ston for her work, her small frame os full
she

i Do

| of strength and vigor as that of
| tolled night and day. During that time S5
| made busts of many of tu: great men with
whom she was assoclated. Most notable
among these was the bust of Thaddeus
| Brevens, of Pennsylvania, the most powers

she

| ful man In Congress In reconstruction
times and her stanch udvocate While
e In Rom#

working upon the Lincoln statu
much opportunity for study wias given, an

pusts were made of cother celebrated pers
sonages, Cardinal Antorelll, one of the
most ynapproachable men of recent times
consented to sitting for bust upon the
mere request of the tttle American geulp=
Lisat Is another great man whom sho
has done In marble. But her final great
masterplece, next to the Lincoln statues
wis to be, ke the first, dute upon order of
the United States Congress. It was to bean
herolc statue of Admiral David GlasgoW
Farragut, to te Macal in Farragut Square
Wanshington, which Congress was dedicats
g to this grest naval hero.

h:rtl&w were asked to submit models for

| tor.

Continued om (hird pagee



